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THE RUSSO POLISH JEWS. 


_ Nothing has transpired here, since our last, in the matter of our 
unfortunate brethren. greatest anxiety as to the 
result of the deliberations- Deputies prevails : may they 
beanimated by true zeal, and may this zeal be guided by enlight- 


ered and comprehensive views! Whatever the result of their — 
freed from the oppressive 


deliberations, we have, meanwhile, had the satisfaction 


to find that the suggestion in our last, respecting a settlement | Maer . 7 
uss P 8 who would devote his life to its execution. This would be 


or our Russian brethren, has also been proposed in quite a 
different quarter, without any previous knowledge of our views on 
the subject. The editor of the Z. d. J. declares, in No. 50, of 
that paper (which reached us after the publication of our last), 
that in his opinion, the only means for serving our co-religion- 
sts 18, to transplant them out of Russia, either to America, 
to Australia, or to the islands of the South Sea. We translate 
from the Z. d. J. the portion rélating to this suggestion.* 

“But the practicability of the execution will be doubted. 
Tre, we are unable to point out the means in so clear a manner 
s to demonstrate their practicability. But reality is generally 
nore powerful, energetic, and inventive, than all schemes de- 
vised beforehand, The emigration must take place by degrees, 
© that a certain number would be provided for every three 
nonths, And it would signify little if the emigration lasted 
thirty or forty years. Should such a plan be realized, the 

7 Jews would certainly be willing to bring many a 
“acritice in order to procure the necessary funds; nor would 
‘ssistance from other quarters be wanting. 


* The editor thinks that the permission of the Emperor for emigration, 
might be obtained, 
€ most conflicting statements are sent from the continent, as to 
ba policy and proceedings of the autocrat. One declares, that the yellow 
diet; 18 to be imposed on the Jews; another, that the ukase forbidding a 
muctive garb, is to be stringently enforced everywhere. One says, that 
“culties are to be thrown in the way of the performance of circum- 
Bens another, that three-fourths of what is reported concerning the 
hs da and his proceedings, are mere fiction. (Vide letter from Poland 
Offieis Aug, All. Zeit. of 4th Jan.) This last named is ap arently a semi- 
deprecation of the popular indignation expressed by the German 
te teadas: his at least proves, that the Russian government is not insensible 
tc odium; and that its master may be swayed by well-ordered expos- 
Den is proved by the promulgation at St. Petersburgh, on the 25th 
» Of & ukase signed at Palermo, and decreeing the suspension for six 
Chane’ of the order for the conversion of Catholics to the Greek 


— 


Editors are to be addressed to the office, 27, Camomile Street. 


‘* Some years back, even before the intentions of the Russian 
government had so clearly shown themselves by its recent 
measures, several persons wrote to us in the name of 10,000 in- 
dividuals, from one part of the empire, that if they could only 
obtain a portion of land in any part of the globe, they would 
willingly cultivate it with their own hands, if they could be 


** Oh! that for such an idea, a man of influence could be found, 
incomparably more than a journey to Egypt and Jerusalem. 


It is thus that the numberless tears of hundreds of thousands 
would be dried; yea, such a man would become a philan- 


_thropist, a benefactor of mankind, such as few shine in the 


records of thousands of years.” 


LETTER TO THE CHIEF RABBI. 
( Continued. ) 


Rev. Sir,—It is a common observation made of the English, 
that they do nothing by halves, that they do everything ona 


_grand scale. Comparing the various public institutions of this 
country with those of a similar description on the continent, 


strangers are surprised at their extent and magnificence. The 
perseverance of the English, and the solidity of their character, 
are not content with provisions against the evils of the fleeting 

resent, they wish to obviate them for the latest posterity. 
But, as every virtue lies in the mean between two vices, and 
loses in value precisely in the same proportion as it removes 
from this middle course towards either of the extremes, so 
may this over-anxiety for solidity tm perpetuum mar, or even 
altogether frustrate its own object. his over-anxiety for 
the object of its affection, may, by too lively a desire for 
protection, destroy its offspring, even as some animals are 
said to hug and press their young to death. If those to whom 
you look for aid in establishing a college are animated by such 
a spirit; if, before opening the establishment to pupils, they de- 
mand to have it sufficiently endowed to be secured against future 
contingencies ; if they want at the very beginning what can only 
be the growth of time—a spacious building, an ample library, 
a disproportionate number of professors, and provision for a 
large number of in-door pupils—then I say at once, your 
sidenekinn must be a failure. Such persons would want the 
fruit before its season, or would wish to cultivate in a hot. 
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house what can only thrive in a nursery. As the necessity for 
such an establishment is admitted on all hands, and as a 
unanitity of opinion with respeet to the particulars cannot be 
expected, it might perhaps be the best plan to begin at once on 
a gmail seale, adapted to the means at disposal, Nor is there 
in my opinion any oceasion for educating the pupils within the 
establishment. Be it enough for the present to hold out to 
them the solid advantages of a superior education, and the 
probability of acquiring by industry and good conduct a 
provision for life. I do not doubt but a sufficient number of 
eligible youths would avail themselves of the advantages 
proffered, with full confidence in our public; a public which is 
animated by the noble desire of facilitating a supply of that most 
urgent want—the want ofan efficient ministry—and of patronizing 
talent which might, if nurtured to maturity, reflect honour on 
those who foster it. Private resources might, at the same time, 
provide superior minds with the means necessary for the success- 
ful prosecution of their studies. The strict confinement of the 
facilities offered by the establishment to education, and not to 
maintenance, would not only be recommended by economy, but 
also by the nature of the duties which it is expected the students 
will one day have to fulfil, and by the example of various reli- 
gious sects which, with respect to pecuniary means, are situated 
similarly to ourselves. It is quite evident that the bulk of the 
expense would be caused by the maintenance, and not by the 
education, and that for the latter a comparatively small sum 
would be sufficient. One of the principal causes invalidating 
the efforts of our regularly educated clergy, and disabling them 
from making their way to the hearts of the people, has 
been their ignorance of the affairs of the practical world. 
Devoted from their childhood to abstruse studies, little cal- 
culated to make them acquainted with the real world, to bring 
them from the sublime regions of theoretical perfection to the 
terrestrial abodes of weakness, failing and sin; brought up in 
a collegiate manner in Yeshiboth, where they came in contact 
with none but their equals, they had few opportunities of 
knowing the human heart, its wants, cravings, and temptations. 
Far removed from the agitated sea of the practical world, they 
lacked the opportunities of examining, or even seeing those 
rocks on which the firmest purposes are but too often wrecked ; 
the whirlpools into which temptation draws the unwary or 
deluded ; the sinuosities through which necessity often com- 
pels men to thread their way. Thus inexperienced, though 
strongly recommended by profound learning and genuine piety, 
the minister came into office. Neither knowing his flock, nor 
known by them, it seemed that, although living amidst them, as 
though in reality he dwelt at a great distance from them. 
This distance, though as far as space is concerned only apparent, 
existed in reality in the mode of thinking. Attracted by pro- 
found studies, austerity of life, purity of morals, and genuine piety, 
the flock but too frequently considered their Rabbi as a superior 
being, as one standing too high above their own level to have 
anything in common with them, or to be placed before their eyes 
as a fit model for imitation. To rise to that height it was in 
vain to try, and, like everything that greatly surpasses what is 
usual and of every day occurrence, it rather inspired awe than 
confidence, it rather caused depression than elevation, fear of 
failure than hope of success, The Rabbi, seeing himself 
isolated on an eminence, soon learned to pity that weakness 
which could not elevate itself to him. nacquainted with 
the elasticity of human nature, with those powerful springs 
which, whenever rightly touched, never fail to expand, he 
became rather lenient to the failings of his flock pos- 
sessed of any serious hope for their amendment. 

Such were, and such still are the consequences of a system, 
according to which the candidate for a Rabbinical office has 
been educated, as it were, out of reach of the world in which he 
is to live and to operate. _— 

_If the views here propounded be duly considered, the 
advantages accruing from a collegiate education (which we are 
far from denying) will appear very much diminished, if not alto- 
gether outweighed. So manifest are the consequences of such 
an education, and so well has it been acknowledged, as 
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rather fit to bring up monks than true ministers of the Lord, 


, ments can provide. The fees paid by such pup 


that this system has altogether been excluded fro 

education adopted in modern time by various ac het 
These have at last discovered, that the system of collep vm 
education is an heir-loom of Catholicism, which wishes to 
place its priests rather above than among the people which 
seeks rather to form its priesthood into a distinct class with 
views and interests of their own, than to dispose them to ‘eute 
as prominent yet homogeneous components of the mass. : 


The expense of the establishment being thus considerabjy 
reduced, might then be defrayed, in the first place, b voluntary 
secondly, by contributions, thirdly, by aselfim. 


posed and scarcely felt tax; and lastly, by a general educational 
establishment annexed to it, 


As it is well known that the Jews of the whole empire are 
impressed with the necessity for such an establishment, and 
that a large portion are anxious for its speedy institution, we 
may entertain little doubt but that as soon asa beginning be 
made, annual subscriptions to a certain extent might be 
obtained. Nor does it appear to me improbable that the 
uniting congregations, when convinced of the paramount 
importance of such an establishment, as the only one solid 
basis upon which the superstructure of their religions, moral, and 
even intellectual improvement, can safely be reared, might be 
induced to vote contributions from their congregational funds, 


The more I reflect on the subject, the more probable seems 
such a result. Common sense would soon tell them that those 
who want light must provide oil, that those who want to erecta 
building for themselves and their children must first procure 
materials. And, indeed, it would be taxing the public with an 
unheard of degree of apathy or stupidity, could we believe for 
one moment that our shrewd co-religionists will fail to perceive 
the cogency of a reasoning clear to the meanest capacity. 
They would, moreover, by such grants, only imitate the example 
of our continental brethren, who, as is well known, devote a 
portion of their congregational income to educational pur- 
poses. No doubt, Rev. Sir, many that read these lines, 
not sufficiently versed in our holy Law, or sufficiently ac- 

uainted with the practices of our forefathers, or even with 
those of many of our continental brethren, will have been 
startled at the suggestion of a tax for the support of the 
establishment. Scared by all those terrific associations awakened 
in the mind by the mention of a new tax, they will be ready to 
denounce any such suggestion as visionary and impracticable. 
You, however, Rev. Sir, so well versed in our Law, so well 
acquainted with the customs of our nation, you will understand 
at once that I allude to an impost (the origin of which may be 
traced in the Law) levied on the nation as long as the temple 
stood, and still paid in many congregations under the name 0! 
Machazith Hashekel. True, we ‘have now no temple towards 
the support of which the money thus levied 
yet we have sanctuaries to support, and “ priests whose lips shall 
keep knowledge.” There are many enactments in our holy Lav 
which in our present state we cannot literally fulfil; we must 
therefore be satisfied with fulfilling as many of them as our prt 
sent position allows. Why should we, not apply the same rule 
to a scriptural injunction which was faithfully adhered to by our 
ancestors, and which is still obeyed in many congregations, 
although the sums thus received cannot be literally converted to 
their primary use? I admit it would be Sp pagan to levy 
such a tax annually, yet I conceive it would be possible to levy 
it on certain occasions, when, prepared for additional rps ’ 
and influenced by joyful feelings, individuals might not feel dis- 
posed to grudge a small coutubution for a great object. — 


In an ably written pamphlet, signed F., which appeared hens 
your arrival in this (and is every Way 
attentive peneg an impost of a similar nature, levied “ e. is 
register of a birth, and at the granting of a marriage "toes 
proposed, although not precisely for the same purpose: x tion 
admitted on all hands that a higher educational eT he 
based upon Jewish principles, is wanted, I think 1t W° who 
easy to render wait an establishment available for pave 


aspire to a better education than the existing J ob might be 


can be employed, 
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dded to the other sources of income in aid of the establish. 


t. 
ate now come, Rev. Sir, to the close of my long epistle. 


hing remains but the summing up of the various : 
I have thrown out. 


(To be Continued.) 


THE CHIEF RABBI AND THE SECEDERS. 


We cannot allow an article in the last number of “The Jewish 
Chronicle,” headed, “‘ The Rev. Dr. Adler, and the Burton Street 
Synagogue,” and evidently calculated to create mischief, to remain 
wnoticed on our part. Since the editor of that journal pretends 
have learned the facts of the case, (pretty generally known for 
several weeks past,) only at the hour of going to press, and that it 
was merely want of space which compelled him to promulgate a 
sensure, without a statement of the facts which provoked it, we beg 
leave to publish them, as they can easily be ascertained from the 
parties immediately concerned. They are simply these : 

Several weeks ago, a marriage was to be solemnized between a 


young man, member of the Western Synagogue, and a youn 
woman, whose father is a dependant of thatknown as the “ Seceders” 
in Burton Street; and the Chief Rabbi was, as usual, applied to 


jor a license, authorizing one of the officers of the Western Sy- | 
sagogue to solemnize the religious rites. It is known, that in the 


time of the late Chief Rabbi, an enactment had been determined 
upon, and a declaration promulgated, against seceders from the 
principles of orthodox Judaism; and that these have been ever 
since considered to have the effect of a binding law, which has 
never yet been abrogated. 

The Rev. Dr. Adler, having had his attention specially called to 
the bearing of this law upon the case of this young woman, asa 
member of the only dissenting congregation, in Burton Street, felt him- 
self unable to allow an officer of one of the recognized synagogues 
to perform the ceremony, unless both parties disavowed the 
imputations of heterodox adhesion. When, therefore, some time 
before the marriage, the couple presented themselves before the 
Chief Rabbi, they at once, after an explanation of these circum- 
stances, and without the employment of any persuasion, consented 
to sign, and did sign, a paper to the effect—that they henceforward 
undertook to abide by the eit as prescribed by constituted autho- 
nty. But, in order to afford the parties an opportunity for re-con- 
sideration, and of consultation with their relatives and friends, the 
Rev, Dr. Adler appointed them finally to attach their signatures on 
the following day, in the Beth Hamedrash; which, without any 
objection or hesitation, they did. 

Of the first excitement among the Seceders, in consequence of 
this case, of their threats of appeal to public opinion—to courts of 
law—to parliament, &c.—we have heard by rumours only,and cannot 
speak to the facts. We are not called upon, nor is it our place, to 
defend the position which the Chief Rabbi has deemed it his duty 
totake in this affair; our only object is, while one-sided statements 
to prejudice the public mind have been very industriously spread, 
place the matter in its proper light, and so enable our readers to 
‘rive at an unbiassed judgment. ar 
Few persons, familiar with the common principles of all law, 

fail to recognize the broad distinction between the legislator 
called to originate the law, and the magistrate 4 La oy to 
execute the law as it exists. However revolted may be the feel- 
mgs of the magistrate on the bench at the disproportion between 
certain offences and the penalties attached thereto; however 
reluctant he may feel in pronouncing a sentence, destructive of the 
fteedom, the happiness, nay (as was often the case In compara- 
Uvely recent times) even the life of the accused, yet he is bound to 
*xecute the law as it exists, and not to permit his particular 
pinions to interfere with his obedience to its prescriptions. Let 
Ws see how far the position of Dr. Adler is analogous to that of the 
Magistrate referred to. When called to assume the chief eccle- 
cal functions of the uniting synage es of this empire, he 
ind the law existing, and he naturally feels himself constrained to 
abide r $s so long as it shall be unrepealed. Before it can be as- 
‘umed that he is responsible for the spirit of the law, 1t 1s proper 
o ask the following questions. ; 2 alter th 
la € yet been memorialized by his flock to revise and ot vt 
Aw? Has the Burton Street community, as such, com lained th its 
Canta ge appealed to him to modify or rescind it Nay, hich 
Members. even yet brought the unhappy differences w seer 
them from the communion of their conformist brethren, 
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under the formal cognizance of the Chief Rabbi, or otherwise 


manifested any anxiety for the peace whieh their isolation alone 
disturbs ? 


If these questions be answered in the negative, then it will be 
manifest that he has neither been a party to the imposition of the 
law, nor had any suitable opportunity of pronouncing on its justice 


or policy ; and consequently, the attempt to cast odium upon him is 
unwarranted. 


Many persons will inquire, wherefore the simple facts were not 
stated in the Jewish Chronicle’s attack on the Chief Rabbi? The 
answer may be inferred when it is considered that, in this free 
country, arbitrary power, however legitimate or inevitable, is dis- - 
liked and resented; and that arbitrary power, when it can be con- 
strued to signify persecution for conscience sake, is hateful indeed. 
And it is well that it is so. What then so easy as to excite the 
popular mind, on the ground of intolerance, against a functionary, 
the pet elevation of whose position precludes him from vindicating 
himself! For the purpose of such attacks, even a perversion of 
the facts might, in the end, prove less effective than has an adroitly- 
timed suppression of them; the object in view being to shift the 
grave responsibility of fomenting discord and disunion from the 
shoulders of those whose overt acts are the primary and still active 


cause of those evils, and to place it upon the shoulders of those 
whose position necessitates resistance. 

We will yet hope that, instead of an ad captandum invocation 
sympathy,—as persecuted men—as martyrs for conscience sake—our 
erring brethren will see that, in the circumstances, the Chief Rabbi 
could not haveactedotherwise; andthen bethink themselves whether 
it is better to alienate themselves still further from the established 
synagogue, by the not very problematical results of an appeal to 
other tribunals, or to place Chitedatese at once in a safer position 
towards the only tribunal which can grant them relief. 


SERMON BY THE REV. THE CHIEF RABBI. 


On Sabbath wi (3rd Jan.) Dr. Adler attended the Crosby- 
Square Synagogue, and preached from the Haftorah of the day, 
(Baek. xxxvil. 15 to 28.,) on the duties and advantages of acting 
in unison, The revelation to the Prophet, commanding him 
to take two sticks, to inscribe on them the names of the divided 
sections of Judah and Ephraim, and to unite them as one in 
his hand, afforded the preacher an appropriate text, on which 
he dwelt with much force; the burthen of his exhortations 
being from the Psalms—‘t How goodly and how beautiful is 
it for brethren to dwell together.’’ His illustrations of the 
advantages of union were freely quoted, from the natural, as 
well as from the moral world, as also from history, both sacred 
and general. The history of our own people especially was 
cited for proof, how discord had worked evil to our best in- 
terests in all times; a discord not always originating in serious 
differences, but in comparatively trifling ones; and mostly in 

etty jealousies, aggravated by the want of endurance and for- 
Geamende: He quoted the saying of our sages, that those who 
bear injuries without #esenting them, are like the glorious sun 
in its course, which goes steadily on its way, dispensing light, 
heat, and blessing, despite the objects which occasionally in- 
tercept its rays. He showed how small had been the origin of 
the most fatal discords which had destwoyed the peace and 
piety of Israel; instancing the split into two kingdoms at the 
time of Rehoboam; the secessions of the Samaritans, of the 
Zadokim, of the Karaites, &c.; none of them probably intended 
to be pushed so far at first, and yet, how very serious had been 


their actual consequences ! 
He went on to explain, that a fraternal union was quite com- 
patible with the existence of several communities, when formed 
for good objects, if of so local a character as not to be well served 
otherwise, and if devoted to interests which required various 
auxiliary establishments also, to be identified with them locally. 
Such were the various synagogues in this metropolis, and such 
were many of their auxiliary institutions; and yet it was not 
only desirable, but even necessary, that these several com- 
munities should act in unison, with a view to the welfare of all. 
Many of the most important ends of such communities were 
only to be attained by a hearty and fraternal co-operation; and 
those only were the best and most efficient friends of Israel, who 
desiring to promote union, discarded the petty ambition 
exalting the particular body with which they might happen to 
be associated, and commenced upon themselves their labors 
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to bring about a unity of design, modifying and adapting | 
their own particular pretensions, and thus setting an example 
as worthy as it was necessary to be followed. 

The Rev. preacher went on to show, that there existed no 
object the successful attainment of which more required fra- 
ternal co-operation, than the support of institutions designed 
to qualify religious ministers and teachers. Let none say, ** we 
are not in immediate want of such,” or ‘‘ the prospects of our 
own advantage therefrom are too remote:” such pretexts were 
unworthy indo’, as well as incompatible with the principle 
of union proper to the commonwealth of Israel. In this respect, 
we might, said the preacher, learn a lesson even from the 
ancient Egyptians, who, according to the Torah section read 
that day, had shown how high was their estimate of the func- 
tions of their Cohenim, or ministry. For when the pressure 
of famine, and the barter for food, converted all private lands 
into fiefs of the crown, care was taken not to subject the Co- 
henim to such distress; their possessions alone were held in- 
violate. 

The Rev. preacher concluded by praying, that the _ of 
peace and concord might ever dwell in the tents of Israel. 


The appositeness of the theme chosen for the sermon, must 
have struck many; because of the impressions which are cur- 
rent, with or without warrant, that influences prevail in some 
communities, less heartily disposed to co-operation and uni- 
formity with the rest, than might reasonably be desired. It 
may be, even in the language of the rev. preacher, that those 
who complain of the impracticability of others, are often too 
little disposed to adapt their own pretensions, so as not to 
wound the susceptibilities of those to be conciliated. 1) 

There is an elegant portable mahogany pew for the Chief 
Rabbi, by the side of the ark, in the Crosby-Square Synagogue, 
which is placed there when he is present, and which serves also 
for a pulpit to preach from. The providence and good taste 
of this arrangement appear to suggest yet another; it is the 
supply of an appropriately bound bible for the desk. Putting 
out of view for the moment, the risk of error in long quotations 
made by rote, there is something so impressive and even im- 
posing in preaching the word of God from the volume itself, 
opened before the auditory, that it is almost to be wondered at 
that the provision should not have been made already. | 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Deatu oF Isaac Conen, Esa. 


Since the last publication of the Voice of Jacob, a sad bereave- 
ment has befallen ourcommunity. Alas! Death entered through 
our windows” and has taken from us an Ornament to our nation. 
The soul of one of the noblest among us, of one beloved by every 
one whose lot it was to come into contact with him—the soul of 
one respected by all that were acquainted with his noble aspirations 
and generous acts; esteemed even by such as knew his excellent 
character only from report—the soul of one every way worthy 
to rank among the best among us, has left its earthly abode to 
soar to those celestial regions in which it had striven for years 
to prepare an everlasting mansion. Mr. Isaac Cohen expired 
on the the 9th instant. A fit of apoplexy 
put an end to his existence in his 54th year. 

If it be true that DN D'pty, (the righteous 
even after their death are called living), then his memory will 
live in his numerous benefactions to private individuals, in his 
epi support to charitable institutions, and especially in 

is successful exertions in behalf of the Jews’ Free School, as 
well as in his activity in congregational affairs. 

Fewamong our wealthy men strove so little after popularity, few 


land,) and the trust of the building or asylum to be erected by. 


deserved and possessed it in so uncommon a degree. In fact, 
he may have been considered as the intermediate Jink between 
our rich and poor. It was not only his liberality, it was his 
patronage, his individual attendance, and his personal exertions, 
which promoted everything that was good, so soon as he con- | 
sidered it as beneficial. Unassuming and averse to every kind of | 
show, he resembled in his course those gentle, noiseless, but | 

i 


; Emanuel, Esq., 50/.; Samuel Moses, 
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igl lutary streams that sprea i 
ons 

We feel that, in rendering this tribute of homage to th 
mory of the deceased, the balance in which a public wri : +" 
expected to weigh every expression, has oscillated in oy; ha Fy 
But at the same time we feel ourselves so deeply affected he 
this bereavement, that we have not sufficient strength to suste 7 
that balance; our hand trembles; we have perception = . 
nothing but the greatness of our loss. May God comfor: ‘ 
and those who must so much the more painfully fee! this 
bereavement, in proportion as they stood more nearly related rm 
the deceased. 

We shall endeavour to collect some particulars from the life 
of the departed, and lay them before our readers in some futyre 
number. 

The funeral is appointed for this day, and will no doubt be 
very numerously attended. The families thrown into moury. 
ing include his sister, the Dowager Baroness Rothschild, and 
her sons; his brother-in-law, Sir Moses Montefiore, and many 
other families of note in the community. Rumour is already 
busy with the munificence of his legacies to benevolent objects 
said to amount to ten thousand pounds, including 3900/. to the 
Great Synagogue, Duke’s Place, and 3000/. to the Free School. 


Bevis Marks Synagogue.—There has recently been held an 
annual meeting of the general body of members, or rate payers, 
of this congregation, including all those paying a small fixed 
annual charge towards its maintenance. This assessment is made 
in a very equitable manner, the assessors being appointed at | 
these general meetings. After the election on this occasion, the 
report of a committee appointed last year, to consider certain 
proposed alterations in the laws, was read and negatived. We 
are told that, small as was the attendance, it must have been 
considerably less but for the election of assessors then neces-ary 
to be made; and that the reforms attempted are denounced as 
of so revolutionary a character, as to alarm many who would 
willingly advocate more progressive and moderate ameliorations 
in the self-electing system which now governs this veucrable 
synagogue. It may reasonably be hoped, that the advocates ot 
popular rights will square their future proposals somewhat more 
in accordance with the practical and the probable. More 0! 
this when the proper time arrives. 


Orphan Asylum, Leman Street.—As announced in our last, 
an adjourned general meeting was held at Sussex Hall, on 
Sunday 4th instant. It was, as compared with others, rather 
numerously attended, and the resolution to accept and confirm 
the recommendations of the Committee, for giving effect to 
Mr. Moses’s generous gift, was all but unanimously carried. 
Such are the fruits of a judicious deliberation ; inasmuch as 
the preceding meeting was on the verge of rejecting the boon. 
No one on this occasion seemed prepared to propose %° 
inexpedient a course; the utmost was an effort to maintain 4 
consistent and permanent distinction between the trust of the 
700/. to be voted from the funds of the Charity (say for the 


Mr. Moses upon it. The matter, however, had apparently 
become too much complicated by indecision and delay to 
admit, on this occasion, of any other than a categorical ai 8 
ance or rejection of the proposals, as recommended by ae 
Committee. On the one hand, there certainly appears to eas 
every disposition to respect the wishes of those who desi’ 
maintain the independence of the institution, and, on the ey 
an equal anxiety to appreciate and give effect to the ts 
volent intentions of the worthy donor. In proot of this, 1 ~ 
be mentioned that the following list of contributions was hy ut 
menced at the meeting, towards raising the 7000. witho 
trenching on the funds of the Charity. 
Frederick Hart, Esq., 50/.; Jonas Defries, Esq.» Toe! 
Abraham Levy, Esq., 50/.; Mrs. Abraham, bevy, 
sq., ; 
Esq , 10/. 10s.; Jonas Engel, Esq., 10/. 10s. ; Henry 
Esq., Tower Hill, 102. 10s.; David Moses, Esq., 


Elias Davis, Esq., 102. 10s.; J. B. Elkin, Esq. 19% 


| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Joseph, Esq., 107. 10s.; Jacob Lyons, 

jcob B. Elkin, Esq., 5/. 5s.; Joshua Joseph, Esq., 5¢. 5s, : 

Joseph, Esq., 5/. 5s.; Solomon Joseph, Esq., 5/.\5s. 

\braham Myers, Esq., 5/. 5s.; Mrs. Barnard Joseph, 5/. DS. 

Abraham Levy, Esq., (Great Prescot Street), 5/. 5s.: Maurice 

solomon, Esq., 58.; Josiah Solomon, Esq., 2/.2s.; J. Mitchell, 
1h Is. 

Little doubt appears to be entertained that the whole 700/ 
yill be raised, if not before, certainly at the dinner given on the 
aceasion of laying the first stone of the new building, Betore 
the meeting separated, a due acknowledgment was. made of the 
munificent charity of Mr. Moses. F. Hart, Esq., who had 
occupied the Chair, and been very successful in bringing this 
matter to a happy issue, received also a vote of thanks. 


Joseph Esq., 102. 10s. : 


Jews’ and General Literary and Scientific Institution.—It 
will be seen on reference to our advertising page, that the con- 
templated Dinner to celebrate the anniversary of the opening of 
this Establishment has been postponed in consequence of the 
lamented death of Mr. Isaac Cohen, one of the earliest patrons 
of the Institution. 

Many of our readers are probably aware that a Discussion 
class is held once a week in Sussex Hall. 
members of the Institution, and various subjects that have been 
discussed have proved entertaining and instructive to somewhat 
numerous auditories, composed, frequently, of a large pro- 
portion of ladies. ‘The class is likely to prove a most useful 
one; many of the members, who, at its commencement, were 
scarcely competent to speak a few words, now address the 
class with considerable fluency. Added to this, the interchange 
of ideas that is effected by these debates is very advantageous. 
Altogether we look upon the class as likely to become a valuable 
feature of the Institution. 3 

The course of Lectures now in progress, is on Physiology, by 
Mr. Dyte, M.R.C.S., one of the Vice-Presidents, who treats the 
subject popularly and usefully, and attracts large audiences. 
In his first lecture, he exhibited a table of the number of bones 
in the human body, and after quoting various dicta of anatomists 
in different ages, at issue as to the precise number, he read an 
extract from the Afishna, in which a Jewish philosopher, pro- 
bably about 2000 years since, estimated the number at 248, 
precisely in accordance with the table exhibited, and with the 
how recognized fact. 

Fenchurch Street Synagogue.—The authorities of this syna- 
ogue have politely intimated the intention of the Rev. The 
hief Rabbi, to preach there to-morrow. 


Liverpool Hebrew Philanthropic Society.—The annual dinner of 
this excellent charity was given with the usual eclat, on the 23rd 


December; E. Simpson Samuel, Esq., president, in the chair, sup- | 


ported by most of the notabilities of the Liverpool Synagogues, 
aad many of their distinguished Christian townsmen. Zhe Liver- 
pool Mail devotes two columns to a report of the speeches made 
upon the occasion, and we find many which do honor to its com- 
mendations. After the usual loyal toasts, received with all the 
eartiness with which such sentiments are always responded to in 
wish assemblies, Mr. W. Hart proposed, in a neat speech, “ Suc- 
cess to the Charity.” He stated, that the Jewish population of the 
town had been when the Charity had been instituted; and now 
that they numbered 2300, the claimants upon the funds had not 
increased. Mr. B. L. Joseph proposed “ The Rev. The Chief Rabbi 
and the Jewish clergy,” in highly complimentary terms, as respects 
each by name. Thanks were returned by the Rev. D. M. lsaacs. 
The next speaker was, Dr. Raphall, of Birmingham, who proposed 
t most attractive sentiment, ‘“ Jewish Emancipation. The 
rev. orator was fre uently interrupted by the enthusiastic cheers 
8 auditory, while he pleaded for ‘ justice” and ‘ equality” 
the Jew. " The following passages from among. those most 
*PPlauded, are all for which we can find room, amid the claims 
pon our space this week.* ee 
-. might appeal to the gratitude of pious Christians, for that 
during centuries of idolatry and licentiousness, we preserved, un- 
quenched, the light of true religion; I might invoke the gratitude 
searned Christians, for at a time when Europe was plunged in 


| . The newspaper report, although dated 27th December, was not re- 


“elved at our office until after our last publication. 
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the extreme darkness of ignorance and barbarity, when rude war- 
riors and brutal priests vied with each other in despising know- 
ledge and persecuting its professors, the scanty lights of knowledge 
and of truth that gleamed forth amidst the general darkness were 
cherished and preserved by the Jews of Spain. But I will not 
recall times long bygone. I might assert, and justly assert, that 
faith, like love, is free; that it can never be the offspring of con- 
straint, since it is the result of a conviction, which it is not in our 
power to produce at pleasure ; that however ruinous our inability 
to believe certain tenets may become to us, that however earnestl 

we may wish we could believe them, it is not in our power to real- 
ize the wish so long as our minds are not freely convinced; and 


that therefore it is worse than unjust, it is cruel, to make us suffer 
for not doing that which it is impossible for us to do. 
assert this, and no well regulated mind could contradict me. 
I go further, and maintain that actions, not opinions, are amenable 


| 
ut 


to human legislation; and that opinions can only become subject 
to control, when they lead to or result in actions adverse to the 
immutable principles of morality, and to the well-being of society. 
But is such the etfect precnses by the religious opinions of the 
Jew, as evidenced by the influence they exercise over his conduct ? 
[ may, in answer to this question, with confidence appeal to the 
testimony borne in our behalf, by those who do not favour us, who 
most strenuously opposed our claims in both houses of parliament, 
but who nevertheless admitted—were compelled to admit—that 
the Jews were a loyal, industrious, and moral body of men. And 
why should they not be so ? 

| said before that the belief of the Jew differs in some points from 
that of the Christian, and | admit that these points are important. 
But be it remembered that these differences relate to speculative, 
not to moral truths, to matters of opinion, not to rules of conduct. 
Whatsoever the moral code of the Christian condemns, the moral 
code of the Jew forbids: every duty, every virtuous act that 
Christianity enjoins, Judaism commands. For Christianity stands 
to Judaism in the relation of a child to its parent. Judaism has 
been likened to the perennial olive tree on the summit of Carmel’s 
blessed mount; the storms of forty centuries have assailed but not 
overthrown, nor even weakened its stem—the snow of ages covers 
its crown, but at its heart the sap is strong and healthful, while its 
roots are firmly fixed, planted in the rock of ages. From its stem 
a sapling has sprung forth, that has grown and flourished till it 
overshadows the parent tree. Wild olive branches have been 
grafted on it. They have been fed, purified, and ennobled by the 
rich juices of the old stem; for still it is its roots that bears the 
sapling with its branches, and still Christianity is the offspring of 
Judaism. Accordingly, the Creator, whom the Jew adores, the 
Christian worships; the Bible which the Jew adores the Christian 
believes in: the Decalogue that is read in the Synagogue is 
repeated in Church and Chapel. Christians call theirs the religion 
of love; and I dispute not their right so to do. But surely the 
religion which first told man “ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God.” 
“ Thou shalt love the stranger.” “ Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
like thyself; ’’ surely that Religion may advance an equal to 
the designation. | 

The other speakers were Messrs. J. Daniels; A. Jackson; Mr. 
Eyre Evan; Sir Arnold Knight; &c., and the evening ended amid 
much conviviality. 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE, 

Berlin.—The elders of the Berlin congregation have pub- 
lished their accounts for the year 1844. Among the various 
items of the expenditure, we notice 2127 dollars employed in 
support of a seminary for schoolmasters, 3262 dollars for the 
boys’ school, and 1916 dollars for the girls’ school. We 
thus learn that the principal continental establishments for 
education are supported by the congregation, This is a system 
quite different from ours, which, in making the public schools 
entirely dependent for their means of support on a capriovene 
though generous public, deprives the congregation, as a body, of 
all influence in the management of these establishments. 
Expedient, and sometimes prudent, as such a policy may be, its 
wisdom as a rule is certainly questionable. 


Dr. Sachs, preacher at Berlin, has announced for the 
winter season, a series of lectures on Jewish literature, which it 
is supposed will be numerously attended. The profit will be 
employed for some charitable purpose. 


Switzerland.—That the citizens ofa free state are not always 
animated with liberal sentiments has been recently again illus- 
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trated by the Canton of St. Gall. The Government of that in- 
tolerant section of Switzerland has lately renewed certain in- 
human restrictions against the Jews, which the enlightened 
spirit of the age began to disregard. Henceforth, all exchanges 
and sales in the Canton, except at fairs, are prohibited to the 
Jews. Foreign Jews coming there for making purchases, are 
not permitted to stay beyond three months. Jewish merchants, 
moreover, are taxed with enormous imposts, and all this for the 

rivilege of being permitted to breathe the air of St. Gall! 

ho would have expected such narrow-mindedness in our 


age ?—( Abridged from the Orient.) 


American Statistics—The number of Jews in the United 
States is said to amount to 35,000, and in the other parts of the 
new world to 40,000. European Jews immigrated into America 
at an early period; they found an hospitable reception in the 
Dutch possessions. In the year 1639, David Nassi, a Portu- 
fesse Jew, assisted by the Dutch West India Company, esta- 

lished a Jewish colony at Cayenne, at that time belonging to 
the Dutch. Jews also settled early in New Amsterdam, (now 
New York). When, in 1664, Cayenne became the property of 
the French, Louis XIV. had the Jews expelled; they then 
immigrated into Surinam, where they still form a considerable 
community. There are now at New York, 12,000; in Phila- 
delphia, 3500; in Baltimore, 1800; and in Charleston, 1500 
Jews.—North American Review. 


Mechlenburg Schwerin.—F¥ or the first time, the prayer, Kol 
Nidre, has been omitted in the synagogues of this dukedom, 
and various congregations have, agreeably to the permission 
of the ecclesiastical authorities, introduced German hymns into 
their public worship. These reforms meet with almost no op- 
position, 

Strange Contest.—There died lately at Berlin, an Austrian 
_ baroness: being considered a Christian, an undertaker of that 
confession came to take the measure of the coffin, when the 
Jewish officer, whose province it is to superintend Jewish 
burials, made his unexpected appearance, and claimed the 
corpse as that of a Jewess. A letter having been found, in 
which the deceased declared that she had never renounced 
the religion of her forefathers, and that she wished to be buried 


_ according to the Jewish rites; the contest ended in favor of the 
Israelite. | 


Texas.—The new constitution of Texas insures to all con- 
fessions, equal rights. 


Imposts on Jews. Hitherto, every Prussian Jew passing the 
Polish boundaries, was obliged to pay a tax of 15 fl.; the tax 
has now been increased to 16f1. | 


Sydney: New South Wales.—* Mr. Isaacs has recently re- 
ceived a Sepher Torah from London. That gentleman has 
been many years Treasurer to the synagogue, and deserved the 
thanks of the community. It is however to be regretted that, 
even in this distant colony, we cannot exclaim nD) Ab 


The local papers contain the report of a ball, given in aid 
of the Hebrew Philanthropic Institution, which went off much 
to the satisfaction of the visitors, and to the credit of the 
stewards, although the attendance, 140 persons, was not quite 
equal to previous anticipations, especially considering that the 
funds of the Charity prove inadequate to the claims upon them. 


TRYING CAUSES, WHEREIN JEWS ARE CONCERNED, 
IN THE COURT OF REQUESTS, ON SATURDAYS. 


To the Editors of the “Voice of Jacob.” 


GenTLEMEN,—In No. 117 of your journal, I perceived 
a paragraph from Malta, mentioning the fact, that the Judge of 
the Civil Court there had, in compliance with the wish of our 
co-religionists resident in that place, directed that no cause 
woot a Jew was concerned, should be put down for trial on 
a Saturday. 


This, Sirs, I take to be another gratifying evidence of the 
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er disposition felt by Christians toward aj] consis 
ews, and it is painful to reflect that, in London, 
has not, as yet, been adopted. 

But this painful feeling is deepened, when we discoyo; ha 
in the lower courts of law here,—more icularly jn rs 
Court of Requests—almost every Saturday, ime wish of he 
parties themselves, there is one or more causes brought bof 
the court, wherein the plaintiff and defendant are Jews! It . 
I am sorry to say, a notorious fact, that the Sabbath js actuall; 
selected, (as a day of leisure) in many instances, by the nesting 
themselves, for the trial of disputed causes between Hebrews ' 

About three years since, having a dispute with a tradesmay 
I refused to pay the whole amount of his bill. He summoned 
me to the Court of Requests, and the summons was returnabje 
on Saturday. I called at the office on the Thursday preceding 
and requested that the case might be put off, as I was a Jow 
I was answered by the clerk, ‘‘ So is the plaintiff a Jew. he 
does not mind coming here on Saturdays; I cannot alter the da 
of hearing. dill the Jews’ cases are heard on Saturdays” 
The amount in dispute was trifling, and rather than attend oy 
Saturday, or be further annoyed, I paid the unjust demand, 

Now, Sirs, I believe this practice still continues, and Iam led to 
intrude on your space, in the hope of thus directing the attention 
of the proper authorities to the desirableness of preventing this un. 
necessary desecration of the Sabbath. I know not whether it 
be within the province of our Rev. Chief Rabbi, or whether it 
would be considered too trivial a matter for the attention of the 
Board of British Deputies; but thus much I do know, that when 
Christians feel that to compel Jews to break their Sabbath 
is unjust, it is disgraceful that any portion of our own community 
should desire of their own free will, thus pata to do so. 
Many persons, who, as I have been told, may be seen engaged at 
the Court of Requests and other Courts on the Sabbath, first 
attend synagogue; and would be much scandalized were they 
to discover a poor Jew hawking his wares on the Sabbath. Must 
we not sonidos such men as those who 

“Compound for sins they are inclined to, 
“ By damning those they have no mind to.” 

Hoping you will give insertion to this, 

I am, Gentlemen, 


Yours, &c. 
Dee. 10th, 5606. 


A ConsTANT READER. 


Death of Bishop Alexander.—A paragraph under this title 
in a recent number, seems to have been considered unchati- 
table by some of our Christian brethren. Sincerely attached 
to our own religion, impressed with its transcendant, its hea- 
venly excellence, thoroughly convinced of its saving power, 
we admit our inability to understand how a born Jew, rendered 
conscious of its Divine origin and nature, can ever renounce 
it for another, except for some unworthy consideration. Ani- 
mated with such views, we are at the same time ready to admit 
that we may be scarcely impartial enough to form a cool judg- 
ment on such subjects, and that despite our ever watchful endea- 
vors not to wound the feelings of others, we may unwillingly 
have hurt some over sensitive minds. If so, we beg to assute 
such persons, that it was unintentional, and to crave thelr 
indulgence accordingly. But, on the other hand, let these 
persons be sincere enough to admit that, as we perhaps may be 
too partial on the one side, they also may be as interested on the 
other ; and that their very prepossession for their own religion 
may form a species of magnifying lens, through which they 
mentally see a mountain in what is but a molehill. ca 
difficult it is, in such matters, to divest oneself of bias, may | 
perceived from a letter from one rev.'correspondent, (of the vite 
tian religion,) who, in animadvyerting upon what he aot - 
uncharitable in the paragraph referred to, does not scrup'¢ 
accuse numbers of Jews of hypocrisy, who, he says are | of 
lievers in Jesus, and yet continue to wear the ‘meee 
Judaism.” Now, we ask, whose statement is more une nit 
table? ours, that only suggested the possibility, that a ed in 
who was a Jew by birth, and who had maanifestly mt like 
worldly matters by his change of religion, may, alter ®") 
one of his predecessors, have still died in heart a Jew," 


oom, 


THE VOICE 


‘ye broad assertion of our correspondent, that “ many” Jews, | 
od amongst them wealthy (consequently independent) ones, 

gratuitous hypocrites every day of their lives? We insti. 
wte this comparison, not in order to retort the charge of un- 
paritableness, but only to show how easy one may perceive 
he splinter in the eye of another, and yet not be conscious of 
the beam in his own!* For the rest, and in order to show how 
sareasonable this assertion of secret believers must sound to 
every unprejudiced mind, we may be allowed to quote the 
following 

Conversionist statements.—The O. P._A. Z. of Frankfort-a-M. 
gives the lie to a correspondent of the so called ‘“* Jewish Intel- 
ligence,” who, in No. 128 of that paper, relates to its deluded 
English readers that a certain ex-rabbi, resident at Frankfort, 
though convinced of the truth of Christianity, had still hesi- 
tated to embrace that religion publicly; but that at length, on 
the 13th of June last, he had communicated to the said corres- 
pondent his determination to do so. The O. 2. 4. Z., upon this, 
assures US most positively that there exists in that place no indi- 
vidual to whom the circumstances related could refer in the 
remotest manner. This public declaration strikes us the more 
forcibly, because we have just before us a similar declaration by 
the Rev. Mr. Leeser, ina late number of the Occident, giving the 
lie to a statement made in the ‘‘ American Jewish Chronicle” of | 
asomewhat similar character. Feeling the necessity of at least 
amusing their kind-hearted paymasters with edifying tales of 


conversions im spe, if they cannot relate actual triumphs, it 
seems that these mighty hunters after Jewish souls are but too. 
prone to transform every Jew witli a beard, however ignorant, 

driven by deserved or undeserved misery within their sphere, into 

“afamous Rabbi; ”’ and every courteous and enlightened man 

who condescends to argue with them, into “a secret. believer.” 

The folly of this last assertion we have more than once exposed ; 

we do not ourselves understand how a rational Christian can 

believe such a thing. We could imagine a Christian to be a 

secret believer in Judaism; because a public avowal of his con- 

viction would not be permitted in many European countries, 

and because it might deprive him of his employment, nay, pe: 

haps of every means of subsistence. But why should a Jew; 
if convinced of the truth of Christianity, hesitate to avow his 
opinion publicly? Yet we invariably hear of such secret 
believers. Credat Judeeus! 


THE DOUBT. 


A pirate of Granada, who was cruizing on the coast of Syria, 
captured a vessel, on board of which were four Rabbis, who 
were on their way to Sebastes; they were put in fetters and 
were destined to be sold as slaves. One of them, Rabbi Moses, 
the father of R. Chanochin, had his wife with him, who re- 
solved rather to die than see herself exposed to the outrages 
of the pirates, and pass the remainder of her life in vile slavery. 
Her soul deeply imbued with this feeling she dreaded not 
death, but feared to be deprived of a future life. She ap- 
[ones her husband, whom she found calm, and inquired of 

m, with feigned indifference, whether those who perished at 
a would awaken to light at the general resurrection. With- 
out doubt, replied her husband, for the Lord has said, “ I will 
ing you again from the depths of the sea.” Ps. Ixvii. Tran- 
quulized by this assurance, this courageous wife precipitated 
erself into the sea, and speedily disappeared, carried away by 

Waves, 
Christian ever 


of Seripture.—Did any Israelite or Protestant 
} Si that the Bible mentions the worship of 
relies, or the miraculous power of departed saints? This great 
Overy has been reserved for a German Roman Catholic, 
sto, in defence of this superstition, quotes the case of the 


| m Egypt, who carried along w1 
bones of dhe that the dead laid to 
the bones of the prophet Elisha (2 Kings xiii.) was restored to 


on the sub it is proper to say that the original report, 

Papers that the af were to be buried in Egypt, 


ales been contradicted, and that they were to be carried to Jeru- 
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life. Thus it is if people will sit down, with preconceived 
opinions, to the reading of the Bible. Whatever the jaundiced | 


eye of their mind discovers in it, will of course bear the colour 
of their diseased brain. 


The Jews of Corfu.—There are about 2000 Jews in Corfu. 
They inhabit a quarter of their own, which, however, is not sepa- 
rated by a wall from the remainder of the town, as ts the case in 
the Italian cities. They have two large and two small s nagogues, 
They are upon the whole unclean and ignorant. Those that 
occupy the first rank among them are merchants, and especially 
dealers in cloth and linen. Those of the middle class are artizans, 
especially tailors. The lower class consists of cloth-dealers, 
carriers, &c. They are in general industrious, and although 
in the midst of a poor population they have acquired affluence, 
and some even wealth; they are hated by the Greeks, who 
seize every opportunity to revile and ill-use them; and were it 
not for the English, who protect them, their lot would be very 
unhappy. Twenty years ago no Jew would have dared to show 
himself in the street during the week called Passion week. 


Owing to the protection of the English, however, this has all 
passed away. | 


A biographer of the late Aaron Chorin, Chief Rabbi, at 
Arad in Hungary, relates that the Rabbi, having been invited 
into the presence of the Archduchess Maria Dorothea (consort 
of the Archduke Joseph, palatine of Hungary) was, on com- 
plying with her invitation, thus addressed by the princess 
** Venerable Chief Rabbi, I beg for your blessing.” The pious 
man moved to tears by this unexpected request, pronounced it 
aloud in so impressive a manner, that the Archduchess was 


deeply affected. 


The baptismal certificate of a cromn prince, signed 
by a Protestant, a Roman Catholic, and a Jew.—King 
Leopold of Belgium is, as is well known a Protestant; 
his children, however, are brought up in the Roman Catholic 
religion, the baptismal act being performed by the Cardinal 
Archbishop of Mechlin. Now it is customary on the occasion 
of a Royal baptism, for the Mayor of the place to sign the cer- 
tificate as a witness, and to register the royal infant. It hap- 

ened at the time when the crown prince of Belgium was_ 
baptioall at Laeken, that the Mayor there was a Jew, and thus 
it falls out, that the baptismal certificate of the crown prince of 
Belgium, is signed by a Protestant King, a Roman Catholic 
priest, and a Jewish Mayor. 


R. Akiba observed, (Sofa I1.) that the words yx, man, and 
mwx, woman, together contain the name of God (7), and that 
so long as they conform to His divine will, His spirit animates 
them; ‘but that taking away these letters, there remains in 
each word wx, fire, the proper emblem of quarrels. 


ECHO. 


> ANB NIM 


pe o> DY 


Who infatuate the heart of men? ‘ Women.”—W hat per- 
verts the ways of straightforwardness? ‘‘ Sin.”—What sets 
the intelligent at nought? ‘‘ Wine,” 


; Echo 


Ignorance of Jewish Customs.—Though we have been for 
centuries settled in Europe, though our literature has been 
searched by thousands of Christians, and our prayers translated 
into the languages of the nations among whom we live; and though 
our places of worship have been thrown open to every visitor, 
there reigns still, in many places, so great an ignorance amon 
our Christian neighbours, as to our religious ceremonies an 
rites, our views and habits, that it is sometimes amusing to 
read the accounts given by Christian authors on Jewish affairs. 
Thus we are informed, ina recent number of the Christian Ladies’ 
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Magazine, that some authoress of reputation very gravely de- 
scribes how Jewish nurses, when they go out with children, 
never forget to carry the Talmud along with them ! Poor nurses! 
to be encumbered with one, and sometimes even with two babes, 
and to be obliged to drag besides, say twelve huge folio volumes 
(for no edition of the Talmud consists of less than 12 volumes) 
together forming almost acart load. In like manner the Hannau- 
zeitung, after describing the celebration of the Day of Atone- 
ment, impertinently adds, that after having slaughtered a bul- 
lock and a ram, and dipped some wool into their blood, the 
priest enters a place in the synagogue, on which he is only once 
a year permitted to tread, and sprinkling the congregation with 
the blood, grants them full absolution for all the sins com- 
mitted during the past year! At the same time, the writer goes 
on to say, every member makes a motion with his hand, thus 
throwing his sins away. Our Christian neighbours seeking in- 
formation, on Jewish affairs, from second-hand sources, will 
always be in danger of being duped. Why do they not apply 
to genuine authoritative sources of information, of Jewish 
origin, now so easily obtainable? 


False Messiahs.—That there have arisen from time to time 
among the Jews impostors and maniacs, who have announced 
themselves as the promised Messiah, is pretty generally known. 
We need only remind our readers of the two famous impostors 
of modern time, Sabbati Zebi and Frank, both of whom are 
said still to have adherents in various congregations. But it is 
less generally known that there have also been Christians who 
have acted the same part. Such a one was the quaker, James 
Naylor, who made his entry into Bristol ‘as he upon whom 
the hope of Israel was rested,’”’ and who declared himself upon 
his trial to be King of the Jews. The whole account, which is 
not without interest, will be found in two pamphlets (published 
in 1606, and 1657), as set forth in the Catalogue of Pamphlets 
in the Harleian Library, p. 144. Far more interesting is the 
history of Oliger Pauli, a Dane, a descendant of a respectable 
family, who sacrificed to his delusion wealth and fatherland. 
Tracing his family from Simeon, the son of Abraham and Ketura, 
he asserted that his great grandfather, who held the office of 
magistrate at Sekeverias, had been a converted Jew. He further 
stated his family name to have formerly been Paulleh (from 
paulus, little, and 5x, God), meaning that one may please God 
with little. Himself he announced as the precursor of Messiah, 
who was to appear in the year 1720. In virtue of his dignity, 
he distributed kingdoms at pleasure. His principal hope he 
Evees upon King William of England, who was to plant the 

anner of God upon the gates of London, to gather all the Jews, 
and to conduct them to Palestine in a Dutch fleet. The Hebrew 
language he is said to have been taught by God himself. 


Biblical Researches.—The difficulty besetting the under- 
standing of Gen. ii. 23, 24, has been acknowledged by all 
translators and commentators. The connexion between vy. 22, 
23, and 24, is to the general reader so unintelligible, and even 
according to the interpretation of the ablest commentators so 
forced, that many have considered the manifestly poetical lines, 
‘* Adah and Zillah hear my voice, ye wifes of Lamech hearken 
unto my speech,” &c., as quite out of their place. 


The Hebrew wd, occurring in this verse, is erroneously rendered, in 
the Anglican version, instructor ; a signification quite foreign to this root. 
{t would be needless to recount the various curious attempts made at 
pointing out the threads of connexion in this apparently loose tissue ; 
when, therefore, we mention that of Rashi (R. Shelomo Iszchaki) as 
borrowed from the Medrash, it is not because we consider it as satisfac- 
tory, but because it is the explanation but too often given to pupils. 
This explanation, not even attempting to trace the connexion between the 
fact related in v.22, that Tubal-Cain was the first worker in copper and 
iron; and the following verse contents itself with the supposed explanation 
of the contents of v, 22 and 23, and their connexion. The following is 

the translation of the comments alluded to. Lamech addressed his wives 
because they had separated themselves from any commerce from him, he 
having slain Cain and Tubal-Cain his son. Lamech being blind, was led 
by his son Tubal-Cain, who seeing something that appeared to him like an 
animal, but which in reality was his grandsire Cain, directed Lamech to 
shoot at it, thus killing Cain. Informed of his deed, Lamech clapped his 
hands with such violence, that these blows actually killed his young son, 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


whom they accidentally hit.” He then goes on paraphrasin 
verses thus:—*‘ Did I slay wantonly the man who died through my 

—did I kill intentionally the young man who expired through dt ay 
that you wish to separate from me? If the punishment of Cain, th me, 
murderer, was suspended for seven generations | Lamech being the se 
generation from Cain] then certainly will the punishment of i. f ps 
delayed for a great number of generations.’’—Eda, 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS 
Lt.-Col. Gawlor’s letter on Jewish Colonization, received with thanks 


C.—Dover, is requested to send us a continuation of his art 
part being in type. 


Various Reviews are standing over for want of space. 
The continuation of ‘* the Legislature and the Jews” in our next, 


icle, the firs: 


Notices for the Ensuing Fortnight.—Sabb., 17th J anuary, 19th Tebe 
Portion for the Week 24th Jan., 26th Tebet ; Do. 


Wednesday, 28th Jan., | Shebat, DIY’ WIN YN. Friday, 30th Jap. 
3rd Shebat; Sabbath at 4 past 4. ) 


In the Press, and shortly will be Published, price (to Subscribers only) 32s, eom. 
plete. In Six Parts, averaging 5s. 6d. each, or in 64 Weekly Nos. price 6d, each 


A NEW AND ELEGANT EDITION OF THE FESTIVAL PRAYERS 
IN HEBREW AND ENGLISH. 


Sop 
FaNHIS WORK will be printed by Messrs. Wertheimer and 


Co., in the best style and on fine paper, containing as usual, Six Volumes 
in a New, PortTaBie, and ELEGANT Form. 

Portability and elegance of appearance being now essential requisites for de- 
votional books, especially for such persons as have to take them to Synagogue from 
any distance, the publisher has, at the suggestion of many friends, who have been 
inconvenienced by the cumbrous form of the volumes extant, undertaken to pro- 
duce an edition which, in size and price, will meet the approbation of the public 
generally, and place the work within the means of those who, from its high price. 
have hitherto been deterred from purchasing it. The work will appear entire, in 
nowise abridged or condensed, but printed from the Text of the late David Levy, 
in an improved and superior manner, specimens of which may be seen at the 
publisher’s, 8. SOLOMON, 2, Bevis Marks, late of 42, Great Prescot Street, by 
whom Subscribers’ names will be received. | 

Subscribers are guaranteed the faithful and speedy publication of the work; an. 
the prompt manner in which the HEBREW BIBLE, just published, has been com- 
pleted, will, it is hoped, enlist the confidence of the public for the present under- 
taking. It is respectfully requested that persons intending to subscribe for this 
work, will forward their names to the publisher at their earliest convenience, & 
the Books, at the prices above stated, can only be delivered to Subscribers ; after 
publication the price will be increased. 


Just Published, price 30s., to non-Subscribers. 


A HEBREW AND ENGLISH BIBLE, 


With the Explanatory, Critical, and Grammatical Notes of the late Davin Ler! 
The work forms five Volumes ; at the end of each Volume is given the Ne") 
(portions from the Prophets, as read in the Synagogue,) with the English Trans.a- 
tion and Notes. | 


*.* The work may be had in separate Volumes, or complete, either in = 
in boards, or bound to order, at the lowest price; and samples of binding may a 
seen at .the Publisher’s, 8. Solomon, No. 2, Bevis Marks, late of 42, Great Presco 


Street. 
an and GENERAL LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC 
INSTITUTION. Sussex Hall. Leadenhall-street. 
In consequence of the lamented death of Isaac Cohen, Esq., one of the Pa "3 
of this Institution, the Committee have determined to postpone the Dinner " 88 
bration of the Anniversary of the Opening of the Institution, which was {0 
taken place on the 20th instant. . he feelings 
The Committee deem the adoption of this course most congenial to ¢ hom the 
of the public, and more particularly to the Jewish community, by 
deceased was so much and so deservedly beloved. 
Jan. 13, 1846. MORRIS 


r GENTLEMEN OF THE HEBREW PERSUASIO’ 
DINING IN THE CITY—Sussex Hall Tavern, No. 51, Leta sate, 
next door to Sussex Hall.—Morris Barnett, begs respectfully to inform the P 5 
that having taken the above house, he has made arrangements for — 
Chops and Steaks, at any hour of the day. Good Beds. W/5 Sandwiches: 


Wines and Spirits of superior quality.—Charges, strictly moderate. 


or 
ANTED, a Situation for a Youth 16 years of > abe 


has had a liberal education; he writes an excellent hand, is ae Henry 


Lev! 


S. OPPENHEI M—Hon. See. 


countant, &c. Most respectable reference can be given.—Apply od 
Jacob, 180, Grove Street, Liverpool. _ | | 


All- 
Printed by Epwarp Varty, 27, Camomile Street, 10 the seer 
hallows, London Wall, in the City of London; ae "Faith under 
Bensamin 20, Paternoster Row, in the Parish 0 


St, Paul, in the City of London. 


Fripay, January 16, 1846. 
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